Effect of temperature on the cutaneous phototoxic reaction to 8-methoxypsoralen in human skin.
Phototoxic erythema in human skin resulting from topical 8-methoxypsoralen (8-MOP) + UVA exposure was examined at different skin temperatures. Increased skin temperature resulting from radiant or conductive heating during UVA exposure decreased the ensuing phototoxic response. Preheating the skin for 30 min prior to UVA exposure caused a greater decrease in phototoxicity.